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MEMO TO:

Committee for Renovation of Sheridan Coliseum

FROM:

Leland Bartholomew

DATE:

December 22, 1976

RE:

Renovation of Sheridan Coliseum Arena
In the fall of 1976, I inquired of the Long Range Planning Committee
in regard to the possibility of restoring Sheridan Coliseum Arena as
a more suitable facility for productions normally associated with an
auditorium. I pointed out to the Committee that the College has substantially no facilities appropriate when a11diences of more than 350
(the capacity of Felten-Start ·Theatre) are unticipated, except for
Gross Coliseum, which is far too large for occasions in which audiences
in the range of 350-1500 are expected.
The Committee seemed generally sympathetic to the argument that I
presented. Vice President Keating suggested a meeting with
Mr. Earl Bozeman for the purpose of drawing up a proposal for an
expenditure of $40,000-$50,000. Such a proposal, if approved by the
College administration, could be presented to the Board of Regents
for consideration.
I organized a meeting involving, in addition to Mr. Bozeman and myself,
others who had expressed interest in such a project: Mr. Lyle Dilley,
Mr. Ralph Huffman, Dr. Bill Jellison, and Mr. James Kellerman. During
the course of the meeting, discussion revolved around the steps which
might be taken in an effort to upgrade the Arena. In summary, they
are:
1.

Upgrade the lighting equipment.

2.

Install a PA system.

3.

Carpet ramps leading to upper seating area.

4.

Provide tiered seating for 300 on the Arena floor.

5.

Install a platform approximately sixty feet wide and
thirty-five feet deep the front of which would be situated
about thirty-eight feet from the west wall of the Arena
floor.

6.

Install a backdrop (wall or curtain) for the platform.

It was suggested that Dr. Suzanne Trauth might wish to be involved in
such a project. I subsequently contacterl her; she is, in fact, very
much interested.
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More recently, as I understand, Vice President Eickhoff has expressed interest
in the project and has charged Dean Thompsoh with further developing the proposal described above. I am happy to turn the leadership over to him.
0

It would appear that further development of the proposal would require more
specific definition of the steps to be taken (Nos. 1-8, above) and cost estimates
for each of the steps. Dr. Trauth has provided such information for the lighting
item; a copy is attached.
I would hope that, as an initial step in the renovation of the Arena, the College
would restore janitorial services to the Arena, carry out routine maintenance items
such as replacing burned-out light bulbs, and provide labor and transportation
when occasional equipment setups are required.
LB/mjm
Attachment

To: Committee for renovation of Sheridan Coliseum
From: Sue Trauth
Re.: Lighting system for Sheridan Coliseum

It would appear that the most advantageous lighting system for
the Coliseum would be a portable one - one that could be used
in Gross Memorial Coliseum and other places on campus as well.
Minimal equipment for such a system would include the following:
--control panel consisting of 6-9 2400 watt
dimmers;
--portable light beams or poles;
--cable (amount depending upon renovation and
placement of dimmer board);
--lighting instruments: approximately a dozen
1200 watt ellipsoidal instruments;
(number of instruments will depend upon the capacity of the dirrrner board)
The above minimal equipment will allow for adequate general illumination, as well as for the lighting of approximately a half
dozen specific areas.
A very rough estimate for the equipment would be approximately
$5,000.00: $2,500.00 to $3,000.00 for the control panel and dirrrners;
the remainder would depend upon the number of instruments and
quantity of cable.

